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must mourn the loss of one who devoted his great abilities
with absolute unselfishness to its service, and who perhaps
alone possessed the imagination to see the possibilities which
might have been realised under more favourable circum-
stances.

Sir Dyce Duckworth has published (in the Scotsman) a.
letter, in which he pays the following graceful tribute to his
friend's memory:
My memory of him goes back just forty years. He was then, physically

and mentally, an " outstanding " figure amongst us. He always appeared
to take life easily, while systematically diligent and regular. His strong
and cultivated intellect readily grasped and assimilated what was to many
of us complex and difficult, and he stored up his knowledge, gathered in
the class-rooms and the infirmary, together with other mental aliment,
in the simplest and most gracious manner. His charming temper, good
nature, and his sense of humour, grafted on a handsome and commanding
presence, the latter barely concealing immense physical power and
agility, made him the beau ideal of a companion and bonzus comes.

I lived for a year in close intimacy with him as a resident physician in
the infirmary, and it is now amongst the happiest memories of my life to
have known him. John Duncan's sturdy inteJlect, well-balanced mind,
and even temper, clearly marked him out as a leader of men. He
abominated shams, discarded nonsense, and had, what too few men have
nowadays, the courage of his opinion. He could have accomplished any-
thing he set his mind to. We admired him, we loved him, and now we
feel we have lost something that can never be replaced in our time.

It is well for the public, and still better for the profession, to have men
of this mould in their service. No higher object lesson can be set to t-he
medical undergraduates of Edinburgh than to point the moral of the
career and qualities of dear John Duncan. Requiescat in pace!

DEPUTY-INSPECTOR-GENERAL ROBERT MACWHARRIE, of
Toftcombs, Biggar, Lanarkslhire, died on August 28th. He
was an L.R.C.S.Edin. of I893, and M.D. of St. Andrews, I841.
He entered the Army Medical Department in I842 and re-
tired in I867. He served as Surgeon of the 59th Regiment
during the operations at Canton in 1857. Ile became pro-
prietor of the small but beautiful estate of Toftcombs, which
is remarkable as having been the birthplace of the late Mr.
Gladstone's father, and was long associated with that family.
Dr. MacWharrie was greatly respected in the Biggar district,
and will be much regretted by many friends.

Wis regret to anniounce the death of Deputy-Surgeon-General
JOiHN Low ERSKINE, which took place suddenly at his resi-
dence, Giodhope, Bournemouth, on August 25th. He was
L.R.C.S.Edin. and M.D.Edin., 1852. He entered the Army
Medical Depaitment in 1854 and retired in i88i. He served
in the Crimea with the 4th Regiment (medal and clasp and
Turkish medal), and with the same regiment in India at the
latter part of the Mutiny. He was afterwards for a number of
years in the Royal Engineers. Surgeon-General Erskine had
a large circle of friends in the army, by whom he will be long
remembered for his kind and genial qualities. He was a
member of the British Medical Association.

ROYAL NAVY AND ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES.
PROFESSOR OGSTON'S ADDRESS.

WE continue to receive numerous communications on this
address, of which the following may be quoted:

E. F. writes: Professor Ogston slhould be given every credit
for his intentions, judicious or otherwise, which have aroused
public attention, even if his pictures be held to be over-
drawn.

First, he assumes medical officers to be generally of inferior
calibre; but with vastly greater experience than he can pos-
sibly Ihave, I deny this, and affirm that the vast majority are
of excellent quality, equal in all respects to their civil con-
freres.

Secondly, his strictures on training and surgical equipment
of hospitals are in the main correct.
Training in civil hospitals entirely hinges on "study leave,"

that on the full manning of the service, and that again on
questions of expense. Successive War Ministers admit the
principle of study leave, but the whole hinges on Treasury
finance. Undermanning is at the root of many grievances of
the army medical services; this, combined with under-pay-
ment in India, continues to keep the service unpopular in
the schools.
HOPEFUL writes: As a medical officer I take no umbrage,

but welcome Professor Ogston's address. The equipment of

military hospitals is behind the age. What station can boast
an operating table P In India only one microscope is allowed
to a district, and without an oil immersion lens cannot be
used for bacteriological work. The R.A.M.C. do not shrink
from comparison with their brethren in civil life. Their
energies are often frittered away, as in " case book " writing,
an old world means of checking the giving of " extras," but
otherwiseworse than useless. No doubt many of the younger
medical officers could have opportunities of attending civil
hospitals at stations which are held by retired pay officers.
A BROKEN REED writes: If the professor has been offensive

to army medical officers he has been equally so to their civil
brethren. Even if he has found " civil aid" given in mili-
tary hospitals to be of an inferior kind, he cannot speak for
the whole country. And if this aid is so inferior, why ask for
it in civil hospitals ? He asserts it is as absurd for the Army
Medical Service to depend on civil aid as it would be for the
Royal Engineers, but he forgets that corps has a permanent
civil branch attached to it. Nor is the decently-qualified
civilian unequal to " surgical emergencies "; indeed, he may
really see more of " shot wounds " than his military brother.
I unhesitatingly assert after some experience that the a rerage
professional capacity of the army medical officer is quite as
high, if not higher, than that of his civil brother. There is
nothing to be gained by belittling him any more than " civil
aid."
A correspondent forwards a copy of Suth Africa of

August 12th, which in a leading article, entitled, " Army Sur-
gery in South Africa," written in view of a possible conflict
there, and ostensibly founded on parts of Professor Ogston's
address, contains the following outrageous nonsense:

"Many men will gladly enlist and take the chance of being
shot outright for the sake of their Queen and country; but
they naturally object, after escaping the enemy's bullets with
a wound, to be butchered by their own doctors, more especi-
ally as Lister's marvellous researches in relation to anes-
thetics (sic) have made it possible to perform surgical opera-
tions almost entirely without pain," etc.
This truculent utterance seems an echo of a post-prandial

speech by a certain baronet, which we at the time held up
to the derision it deserved. The cheap impudence of the
writer is only equalled by his gross ignorance in confound-
ing Lister's discoveries with " aniesthetics."

ROYAL NAVY MEDICAL SERVICE.
DEPUTY-INSPECTOR-GENERAL HENRY D. STANISTREET has been promoted
to be Inspector-General, August 23rd. His previous commissions are
thus dated Surgedo, August 4th, x862 Staff-Surgeon, February x3th, i876;
Fleet-Surgeon, Yuly 2gth, i883; and Deputy-Inspector-Genieral, Januaiy
2nd, 1894.
Fleet-Surgeon H. M. ELLIS is promoted to be Deputy-Inspector-General,

August 23rd. He was appointed Surgeon, September 30th, 2875; Staff-
surgeon, November i8th, x882; and Fleet-Surgeon, January 27th, i891. He
served with the Battalioni of Royal Marine Artillery throughout the
campaign in Egypt in 2882, being present at the two engagements at
Kassassin on August 28th and September gth, and at the battle of Tel-el-
Kebir (mentioned in despatches, and promoted to Staff-Surgeon ; medal
with clasp and Khedive's bronze star). While Fleet-Surgeon he was
wrecked in H.M.S. Victoria, flagship of Vice-Admiral Sir George Tryon,
K.C.B., Commander-in-Chief of the Mediterranean Fleet, which was sunk
off Tripoli, on the Syrian coast, in collision with H.M.S. Camperdoum,
when the Admiral, 21 officers, and 350 meni were drowned, June 22nd, 2893.
Fleet-Surgeon E. R. H. POLLARD is also nromoted to be Deputy-Inspec-

tor-General, August 2vrd. He entered the service as Surgeon, March
3oth, 1878; became Staff-Surgeon, November i8th, I882; and Fleet-Surgeon,
April ith, i8gi. As Surgeon of the Boadicea he landed with the Naval
Brigade during the Zulu war in 1879 (medal with clasp). He also took
part in the war in Egypt in x882 witlh a battalion of Marines, and was
present at the battle of Tel-el-Kebir; he was promoted, and received a
medal with clasp, and the Khedive's bronize star.
The following appointments have been made at the Admiralty: ALFRED

H. JEREMY, B.A., M.B., Surgeoi), to the Phc-nix, August 2oth; WILLIAM
R. CENTER, M.B., Surgeon, to Clhatlhaiii Hospital, to date the day after the
expiratioll of his full pay leave; ELYSTAN G. E. O'LEARY, Surgeon to the
Lion, September ist; LAWRENCE BIDWELL, Surgeon, to Plymouth
Hospital, September ist; HILARY C. ARATHSON, Surgeon, to the Widgeov,
when recommissioned, at Simon's Bay undated; FRED. C. B. GITTINGS,
Surgeon, to the Pembroke, for disposai, August 3ist; SA3MUEL CONNOR,
M.B., Surgeon, to the Ilfustrfous, August 29th; WILLIAm H. THOMSON,
Surgeon, to the Afbacore, August Igth; ROBERT HARDIE, M.B., Staff-
Surgeon, to the Ecfip8e, reappointed on promotion, February 28th.

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.
QUARTERMASTER W. H. BARTON, who was recently tried by court-martial
at Portsmouth for misapplying £3r while in charge AfS te, nrovision store
at Netley Hospital, has been ordered to refund the mouey and to be dis-
missed the service.


